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A Gift From Above

Suggested reading.  I Kings 3:7-11

To begin a New Year, or a new month is both exciting and frightening. Exciting, because we can erase the
mistakes of the past and make new promises to ourselves.  It is also frightening because we really have no
control over our lives, however well we plan them.   All of a sudden we are sent off to get a scan and discover
a deadly disease. Illness, death,  the loss of a job, the breakdown of marriage and other changes  in our lives
may or may not strike us; we just don’t know.   We cannot live well or happily if we keep thinking  about the
disasters that may befall us in the future.

Our reading today takes us back in history to 970 to 931 BCE , to the time of  King Solomon of the lands  of
Israel and Judah.  Before he made his  royal sacrifices, God appeared to him in a dream and said, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”  There was no hesitation. Solomon asked God for wisdom!
Perhaps  we too can ask God for wisdom at the beginning of the year, or month or week.  Why wisdom, you
may ask?   Why not good health or prosperity or success?

Those who lived long before us, who meditated long and hard about the issues of life,  exhorted us to get
wisdom.  It was a prized quality.  For from wisdom, comes understanding.  And understanding is a core need
when we live and work  with other people. Whether it is at home or in the office,  we often hear, “She  doesn’t
understand me.”  Or   “ I wish he would understand me.”  Where there is no understanding, relationships fail.
When relationships fail, we make ourselves and those close to us miserable.

Wisdom and faith go hand in hand, or perhaps the other way  round. Faith gives us the wisdom to take a leap.
To trust. To love. To understand . To forgive.  To start again. Faith connects us to a place where  God is, and
where God is, there is wisdom.

Wisdom is also knowing  how to apply all the knowledge we have  acquired over the years - whether it be
through education or experience – when faced with a crisis.   Wisdom has two little sisters - discernment and
discretion. Discernment is knowing what something really is and not imagining what it is.  Discretion is keeping
things to yourself and not sharing it inappropriately – not gossiping. Both very necessary for good
relationships.

Wisdom has to be both spiritual and practical.  On the  spiritual level, the reading of  the Bible,  following them
and being close to God  gives us wisdom. On a practical level, our journey through life teaches us many things.
If we accept the lessons  from our failures and heartbreaks, it brings wisdom we can share with others.
A wise person who knows what to say and do in a times of difficulty is a treasure. Be that treasure!

THINK ABOUT THIS!

If God were to appear to you in a dream and ask you, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
What would you ask for?
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